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EXHIBIT: YemayaEWaveof Loveaninstallationby artistAndreaOYaYaO
Porras

OPENINGRECEPTION:ThursdayJune8, 4:00 - 7:00 pm (Exhibition ends
August4, 2006)

LOCATION: TheArts Building, MAP GALLERYOF MYTH,STORIESAND
LIVING TRADITIONSB08Lincoln, Auburn,CA 95603

A BLEND OF CULTURESCREATETHE ALTAR AND INSTALLATION
OYEMAYAEWAVE®SF LOVEOAT THE MAP GALLERYOF MYTH,STORIES
AND LIVING TRADITIONS

In its openingexhibitionthe MAP Gallery of Myth, StoriesandLiving Traditions
presentsYemayaEWavesf Love a site specificinstallationthatdrawsuponthe
YorubaandSpanishculturescontextualizedrom African, Spanishandindigenous
storiesthatintersectandcombineto createaliving contemporaryradition of
Yemaya.

HereYemayais derivedfrom African-Yoruba story andtradition of the maternal
creationandlife force.Sheis depictedasanoceanmermaidwho watchesoverher
children,providingthemwith thefruits of life. Thereis a storythatYemaya
watchedoverthe slavesduring the Omiddigassage$thejourneyof the slave
tradingshipsfrom the westcoastof Africa, wherethe slaveswereobtainedacross
the Atlantic andto the Americas.Juxtaposed the Americas,Yemayaalsotook
ontheattributesandstoriesof the Native Indigenousand Spanishpeope.

Theinstallationfills the 30x30feetgallerywith a seriesof altarsdepictingvarious
aspectof Yemaya:The mermaidherself;thegifts of the oceanincludingshells,
waves,andpreciousstonesthe protectionsheprovides;andthe symbolsshe
adoessuchasflowers, silver andall thingsblue andwhite. Much like the
maternalYemayathe exhibitiongivesthefeelng of beingin awomb a placeof
warmthandcomfort, asthe galleryis tuckedwithin the basemenof Arts Building
locatedin Old Town Auburn.Reflectingcrosscultural African traditionsin the
Americas,YemayaEWavesf Loveis awork donein thealtartraditionof acenter



themeandaspectandvariationson thattheme

QWaveof Loveis a powerful testamenbf how storiesandtraditionsareused
within culturesto sustainthemselve$rom timesof horrific challengeshrough
triumph OsaysartistAndrea OYaYaCQPorras who originally createdthe work for
the OaklandMuseumof Californiain 2002.Parasis a parentactressdancer,
poetand installationartistfrom SacramentoShe dedicatederinstallationto her
maternalandpaternalgrandparents/ho roseto triumphoverinjusticesduring
theirtime.

THE MAP GALLERY OF MYTH, STORIESAND LIVING TRADITIONS

Envisionedto evokethetransbrmativevalueof historicandcontemporary
culturaltraditions, MAPOsGallery usesthe power of myth, storiesandimagination
to give voiceto theuniversalityof culturaltraditions.The galleryis anoutreach
programof the MetropolitanArts PartnershigOMAPOandis designedo provide
agreatempresencen theregion.The Gallery of Myth, Storiesand Living
Traditionswill soonexpandto includea compmanionlecture,workshopand
conferenceseries

Theprimary programsof MAP areits work placegiving Arts Fund; the
managemendf thelocal federalworkplacegiving programthe Combined
FederalCampaign andthe gallery outreachprogramin the Arts Building located
in Old Town Auburn. The Arts Building is a cdlective of regionalartistsandarts
orgarizations.MAPOsGallery participatesn the quarterlyArt Walkopeningsa
programof the Arts Council of PlacerCounty.MAP alsomaintainsanoffice in
mid-town Sacramentowithin the historic brick building thathouseshe 20" Street
Art Gallery.

For moreinformationcontact MAP executivedirector,Michelle Walker,
91644240160r michelle@mapgivessom.
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